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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of  worship.   
If  you are searching for a spiritual home,  

we invite you to become part of  our community of  faith and love. 

The mission of  St. James’ Church derives from the nature of  the church. 
  It exists for the good of  all people, to spread the word of   
God’s Salvation and to bring people to know Jesus Christ. 

 

The Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist 

18 October 2026 9:30 AM 



The Liturgy of  the Word 
Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this land throughout the generations, 
while not forgetting the colonization of  this land. 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria		 	 	 	 	 	 	         	 	 	  	 S280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of  the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are 
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of  God the Father.  Amen. 

The Collect   
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting 
God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: Preserve the works of  
your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith 
in the confession of  your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson	 	 	 	 	 	      	 	 	 Isaiah 45:1-7 
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to 
subdue nations before him and to strip kings of  their robes, to open doors before him
— and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the mountains; I 
will break in pieces the doors of  bronze and cut through the bars of  iron; 3 I will give 
you the treasures of  darkness   and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may 
know that it is I, the Lord, the God of  Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For the 
sake of  my servant Jacob and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name; I give you a 
title, though you do not know me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me 
there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 6 so that they may know, 
from the rising of  the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am 



the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make weal and 
create woe; I the Lord do all these things.  The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13) 
1 The 1 Sing to the Lord a new song; * 
 sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *    
 proclaim the good news of  his salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the nations * 
 and his wonders among all peoples. 
4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 
he is more to be feared than all gods. 
5 As for all the gods of  the nations, they are but idols; * 
but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of  his presence! * 
Oh, the power and the splendor of  his sanctuary! 
7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of  the peoples; * 
ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 
bring offerings and come into his courts. 
9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness; * 
let the whole earth tremble before him. 
10 [Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 
  he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 
 he will judge the peoples with equity." 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 
 let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12 Then shall all the trees of  the wood shout for joy 
 before the Lord when he comes, * 
 when he comes to judge the earth. 
13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 
 and the peoples with his truth.] 
	    	   
The Second Lesson		 	 	 	 	    	 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians. 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of  the Thessalonians in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.2  We always give thanks to God for 
all of  you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God 
and Father your work of  faith and labor of  love and steadfastness of  hope in our 



Lord Jesus Christ.  4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, 5 because our message of  the gospel came to you not in word only but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what 
kind of  persons we proved to be among you for your sake.  6  And you became 
imitators of  us and of  the Lord, for in spite of  persecution you received the word 
with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia.  8 For the word of  the Lord has sounded forth from you 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it.  9 For they report about us what 
kind of  welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve 
a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. The Word of  the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	       	      	 	 Matthew 22:15-22 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of  God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one, for you do not regard people with partiality.  17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of  their malice, said, “Why are 
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose 
title?” 21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, 
they were amazed, and they left him and went away. The Gospel of  our Lord. Praise to 
you, Lord Christ. 

Homily  

The Nicene Creed (Please Stand) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 



Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of  the People Compiled by Deacon Ormonde Plater 

Presider: Before we offer gifts at the altar, let us offer prayers for all our sisters and 
brothers in the church and the world who need justice, mercy, and reconciliation. 

Intercessors: 
For the church of  Jesus Christ throughout the world. Lord, have mercy. 

For Sean our Presiding Bishop, Adam and Geralyn our bishops and Hickman our 
presbyter, for our deacons and all who minister in Christ, and for all the people of  
God. Lord, have mercy. 

For those chosen to govern peoples and nations, and for the welfare of  their people. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who suffer from any form of  oppression, and for the hungry and homeless. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For all who are sick and in need of  prayer, and for the dying and the dead. Lord, have 
mercy. 

For ourselves, and for our families and all those we love. Lord, have mercy.  

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed James, and 
all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord. 

Presider: Loving God, who commands us to do what is right and good, hear the prayers 
we offer you this day that all peoples may approach your holy table in peace and unity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept for a while. Most 
merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  The Peace of  the Lord be always with you.  And also with 
you.  

The Liturgy of  the Table 
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Eucharistic Prayer C 

The Lord be with you  And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is right to give you thanks and praise, O Lord, our God, sustainer of  the universe. 
Glory to you for ever and ever.  

At your command all things came to be: shining light and enfolding dark; the vast 
expanse of  interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this 
fragile earth, our island home; by your will they were created and have their being. 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with the 
capacity for memory, reason, and skill; you made us the stewards of  your creation. 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 

But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another. Again and again you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
revealed your righteous law. In the fullness of  time you sent your Son, born of  a 
woman, to be our Savior. He was wounded for our transgressions, and bruised for our 
iniquities. By his death he opened to us the way of  freedom and peace. Glory to you 
for ever and ever.  



Therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, and with those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to 
proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn:  

S129	Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
	 heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  
	 Hosanna in the highest.  
	 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
	 Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for sending us Jesus, the Christ, who on the night he 
was handed over to suffering and death, took bread, said the blessing, broke the 
bread, gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” In the same way, after supper, he took the 
cup of  wine; he gave you thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: this is my blood of  
the new covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of  sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” Remembering now his 
work of  redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of  thanksgiving, we celebrate 
his death and resurrection, as we await the day of  his coming. Glory to you for ever 
and ever. 

Therefore, we who have been redeemed by Jesus Christ, and made a new people by 
water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy 
Spirit to be the Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ our Savior. Sanctify us also, and let 
the grace of  this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we 
may worthily serve the world in his name. Glory to you for ever and ever.  

Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and make it your new creation. Gather your 
Church together from the ends of  the earth into your kingdom, where peace and 
justice are revealed, that we, with all your people, of  every language, race, and nation, 
may share the banquet you have promised. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
all honor and glory are yours, creator of  all. Glory to you for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Fraction Anthem 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Invitation to Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion.  

Postcommunion Prayer (Please stand) 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send 
us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to 
the world and continue in the risen life of  Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing 
The blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Announcements 
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Dismissal	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Announcements 

Welcome to our service. We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological means. 
To join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 Password: 
187300.  Please join us in the Parish Hall for Fellowship. Thank you to Team 4 for hosting.  Next 
week, please bring something to share.  

We will be having our Paint Night Fundraiser on 24 October at 6 PM.  Donation $40. There will be 
a Special 5 PM service before the event.  Please let us know by paying by 21 October.  

Our efforts are underway for the Seamen’s Church Institute Christmas at Sea program.  Please see 
any member of  the leadership team if  you can knit or sew, collect Christmas cards and items, or 
support the effort in anyway.   

Dates to Remember 
18 October	 Third Sunday Toiletries Collection 
24 October 	 Paint Night 6 PM 
25 October	 Focus on the Fourth 
1 November	 All Saints Sunday – Socks for Saints 
8 November	 Super Cereal Second Sunday 
21 November	 Essential Items Drive 9 AM -12 Noon 
	 	  



For a Birthday 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as 
she begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen her trust in your goodness all the days of  his life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

For Travelers 
O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular 
_____________; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every 
danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

For an Anniversary 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  marriage that in it is represented 
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing 
upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a 
haven of  blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

				 
The Most Rev’d Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Dr. Adam Shoemaker, Bishop of  Long Island 
The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 

The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

Bishop’s Committee 
Ted Anderson -27  & Sharon Smith -26; Wardens 

Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 
Kamala Browne -28, Diana Caldwell -27, Karen LeGé – 28, 
 Judy McCadden-26, Tracy Rentz McLeod -27, Jim Vaz -26 

The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of  Christian Education of  the National 
Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the USA, and used by permission.


