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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of  worship.   
If  you are searching for a spiritual home,  

we invite you to become part of  our community of  faith and love. 

The mission of  St. James’ Church derives from the nature of  the church. 
  It exists for the good of  all people, to spread the word of   
God’s Salvation and to bring people to know Jesus Christ. 

 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Eucharist 

13 September 2026 9:30 AM 



The Liturgy of  the Word 
Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this land throughout the generations, 
while not forgetting the colonization of  this land. 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Gloria		 	 	 	 	 	 	         	 	 	  S280 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the Father, Lord 
God, Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world: have mercy on us; you 
are seated at the right hand of  the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are 
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of  God the Father.  Amen. 

The Collect   
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. O God, because without you 
we are not able to please you mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson	 	 	 	 	 	       	     	 Genesis 50:15-21 
A Reading from the Book of  Genesis. 

15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if  Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before 
he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of  your brothers and the wrong 
they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of  the servants of  
the God of  your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.  18Then his brothers 
also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.”19But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of  God?20Even though you 
intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a 
numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself  will provide for you 
and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. The Word 
of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13 
1 [Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
 and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, * 
 and forget not all his benefits. 
3 He forgives all your sins * 
and heals all your infirmities; 
4 He redeems your life from the grave * 
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness; 
5 He satisfies you with good things, * 
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 
6 The Lord executes righteousness * 
 and judgment for all who are oppressed. 
7 He made his ways known to Moses * 
and his works to the children of  Israel.] 
8 The Lord is full of  compassion and mercy, * 
slow to anger and of  great kindness. 
9 He will not always accuse us, * 
nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 
 so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 
12 As far as the east is from the west, * 
 so far has he removed our sins from us. 
13 As a father cares for his children, * 
so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 
	    	   
The Second Lesson		 	 	 	 	 	  	 Romans 14:1-12 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of  quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those 
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.  4Who are you to pass 
judgment on servants of  another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. 
And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one 
day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds.  6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of  
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of  the Lord, since they give thanks to 



God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of  the Lord and give thanks to 
God. 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If  we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if  we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we 
die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be 
Lord of  both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or 
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before 
the judgment seat of  God.11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of  us will be 
accountable to God. The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          		 	 	 411 

The Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	       	 	 	 Matthew 18: 21-35 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
21Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if  another member of  the church sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  22Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  23“For this reason the kingdom of  
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When 
he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 
him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife 
and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his 
knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And 
out of  pity for him, the lord of  that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But 
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of  his fellow slaves who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his 
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me.  33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’  34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his 
entire debt.  35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of  you, if  you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” The Gospel of  our Lord. Praise to you, 
Lord Christ. 

Homily  



The Nicene Creed (Please Stand) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of  God, eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of  one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven: by the power of  the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of  the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 
Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. We look for the 
resurrection of  the dead, and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of  the People Compiled by Deacon Ormonde Plater 

Presider: As we the faithful live to the Lord and die to the Lord, let every tongue give 
praise to God and pray for all in every danger and need.. 

Intercessors: 
For Sean our Presiding Bishop, Lawrence, Geralyn, and William our bishops. Adam 
our bishop-elect, and Hickman our presbyter, for this holy gathering, and for the 
people of  God in every place. Lord, have mercy.  

For mercy, peace, and justice among all peoples.  Lord, have mercy.  

For abundant fruits of  the earth, and for safety from violent storms. Lord, have 
mercy.  

For those who feast and those who fast. Lord, have mercy. 

For the sick and the suffering, travelers by land, by water, and by air, prisoners, 
captives, and their families, and all those in desperate need. Lord, have mercy. 

For our communities and those who live in them, and for our families, companions, 
and all those we love. Lord, have mercy.  



For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead. Lord, have mercy. 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed James, and 
all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. 
To you, O Lord. 

Presider: God of  infinite mercy, hear the prayers we offer this day, and as you forgive us 
teach us to forgive our neighbors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept for a while. Most 
merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of  your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen.  The Peace of  the Lord be always with you.  And also with 
you.  

The Liturgy of  the Table 

Hymn	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   	 	      	 	 410 
Eucharistic Prayer 2 from Enriching Our Worship 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of  life abundant. 
From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep  and 
brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every 
living thing.  You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we 
rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her 
children, you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness 
of  your love.  And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of  praise 
that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say:  



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of  your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power 
of  sin and death and to reveal the riches of  your grace, you looked with favor upon 
Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son,  Jesus the holy 
child of  God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and 
sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw 
all the world to himself  yet we were heedless of  his call to walk in love. Then, the 
time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of  his life, and to be 
glorified by you.  

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat:  This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” As supper was 
ending, Jesus took the cup of  wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and 
said: “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of  me.”  

Now gathered at your table, O God of  all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of  bread and wine,  
and ourselves, a living sacrifice.  Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Body and Blood of  Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us 
your new creation, the Body of  Christ given for the world you have made.  In the 
fullness of  time bring us, with Mary the God-bearer, blessed James, and all your 
saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the banquet 
prepared from the foundation of  the world.  Through Christ and with Christ and in 
Christ, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and 
ever. AMEN.  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 



temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Fraction Anthem 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Invitation to Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion.  

   
Postcommunion Prayer (Please stand) 
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing 
us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send 
us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to 
the world and continue in the risen life of  Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing 
The blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Announcements 
Hymn	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     	 	 	         	 	  
Dismissal	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Announcements 

Welcome to our service. We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological means. 
To join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 Password: 
187300.  Please join us for Fellowship Hour as we Kick Off  the Program Year in the Parish Hall.  

We are ready to produce another run of  memorial and thanksgiving bricks.  You may find the forms 
in the narthex and the Parish Hall. We have extended the deadline to 20 September.  

Our efforts are underway for the Seamen’s Church Institute Christmas at Sea program.  Please see 
any member of  the leadership team if  you can knit or sew, collect Christmas cards and items, or 
support the effort in anyway.   

Dates to Remember 
13 September 	 Super Cereal Second Sunday 

Kick Off  Sunday 
19 September	 The Ordination and Consecration of  Bishop-elect Adam Shoemaker 
	 	 Essential Items Drive 9A-12N 
20 September	 Third Sunday Toiletries Collection 
24 October 	 Paint Night 



For a Birthday 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as 
she begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen her trust in your goodness all the days of  his life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

For Travelers 
O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular 
_____________; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every 
danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

For an Anniversary 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  marriage that in it is represented 
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing 
upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a 
haven of  blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

				 
The Most Rev’d Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of  Long Island 
The Rev’d Dr. Adam Shoemaker, Bishop-elect 

The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 
The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop 

The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

Bishop’s Committee 
Ted Anderson -27  & Sharon Smith -26; Wardens 

Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 
Kamala Browne -28, Diana Caldwell -27, Karen LeGé – 28, 
 Judy McCadden-26, Tracy Rentz McLeod -27, Jim Vaz -26 

The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of  Christian Education of  the National 
Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the USA, and used by permission.


