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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of worship.  
If you are searching for a spiritual home, we invite you to become 

part of our community of faith and love.

The mission of St. James’ Church derives from the nature of the church. 
 It exists for the good of all people, to spread the word of God’s Salvation 

and to bring people to know Jesus Christ.
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The Liturgy of  the Word 
Welcome to our service.  We are happy that you could be here with us on this joyous occasion.  All of  the text needed for this 
service is found in this service booklet.  The music for the service may be found in the books marked Hymnal 1982.  

Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this land throughout the generations, 
while not forgetting the colonization of  this land.   

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of  God to witness and bless 
the joining together of  this man and this woman in Holy Matrimony. The bond and 
covenant of  marriage was established by God in creation, and our Lord Jesus Christ 
adorned this manner of  life by his presence and first miracle at a wedding in Cana of  
Galilee. It signifies to us the mystery of  the union between Christ and his Church, and 
Holy Scripture commends it to be honored among all people.  The union of  husband 
and wife in heart, body, and mind is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help 
and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will, 
for the procreation of  children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of  the 
Lord. Therefore marriage is not to be entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but 
reverently, deliberately, and in accordance with the purposes for which it was 
instituted by God.  Into this holy union Alejandra Foronda and Sean Vaz now come 
to be joined.  
 
If  any of  you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak now; 
or else for ever hold your peace.  

I require and charge you both, here in the presence of  God, that if  either of  you 
know any reason why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, and in accordance 
with God’s Word, you do now confess it.  

The Declaration of  Consent  
Alejandra, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant 
of  marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in 
health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?  I 
will.  



Sean, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of  
marriage? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in 
health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?  I will.  

Will all of  you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold these two 
persons in their marriage?  We will. 

The Collect   
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. Almighty God, you have 
built your Church upon the foundation of  the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself  being the chief  cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of  
spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us male and female in your image: 
Look mercifully upon this man and this woman who come to you seeking your 
blessing, and assist them with your grace, that with true fidelity and steadfast love they 
may honor and keep the promises and vows they make; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

The First Lesson	 	 	 	 	 	       	   	       Jeremiah 28:5-9 
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah.   

5Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of  the 
priests and all the people who were standing in the house of  the  Lord;  6and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord  fulfill the words 
that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of  
the house of  the Lord, and all the exiles. 7But listen now to this word that I speak in 
your hearing and in the hearing of  all the people.  8The prophets who preceded you 
and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many 
countries and great kingdoms.  9As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the 
word of  that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the Lord has truly sent 
the prophet.” The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 
1 Your love, O Lord, for ever will I sing; * 
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
2 For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; * 
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 



3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; * 
 I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
4 ‘I will establish your line for ever, * 
and preserve your throne for all generations.'” 
15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout! * 
they walk, O Lord, in the light of  your presence. 
16 They rejoice daily in your Name; * 
 they are jubilant in your righteousness. 
17 For you are the glory of  their strength, * 
and by your favor our might is exalted. 
18 Truly, the Lord is our ruler; * 
the Holy One of  Israel is our King. 

The Second Lesson		 	 	 	 	    	 	 Romans 6:12-23 
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans. 

12Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey 
their passions.  13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of  
wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from 
death to life, and present your members to God as instruments of  
righteousness. 14For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law 
but under grace. 15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under 
grace? By no means!16Do you not know that if  you present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of  the one whom you obey, either of  sin, which leads 
to death, or of  obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that 
you, having once been slaves of  sin, have become obedient from the heart to the 
form of  teaching to which you were entrusted,  18and that you, having been set free 
from sin, have become slaves of  righteousness.  19I am speaking in human terms 
because of  your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as 
slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as 
slaves to righteousness for sanctification.  20When you were slaves of  sin, you were 
free in regard to righteousness. 21So what advantage did you then get from the things 
of  which you now are ashamed? The end of  those things is death. 22But now that you 
have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. 
The end is eternal life.  23For the wages of  sin is death, but the free gift of  God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel	 	 	 	 	 	          		  	 Matthew 10:40-42 
The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me.  41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of  a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of  a righteous 
person will receive the reward of  the righteous; 42and whoever gives even a cup of  cold 
water to one of  these little ones in the name of  a disciple—truly I tell you, none of  these 
will lose their reward.” The Gospel of  our Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily  

The Marriage  
In the Name of  God, I, Sean., take you, Alejandra., to be my wife, to have and to hold 
from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.  

In the Name of  God, I, Alejandra., take you, Sean., to be my husband, to have and to 
hold from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and 
in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death. This is my solemn vow.  

Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of  the vows by which this man and this woman 
have bound themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of  the other’s hand and says  
Sean., I give you this ring as a symbol of  my vow, and with all that I am, and all that I 
have, I honor you, in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 

Alejandra, I give you this ring as a symbol of  my vow, and with all that I am, and all 
that I have, I honor you, in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy 
Spirit. 

Now that Alejandra and Sean have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, 
with the joining of  hands and the giving and receiving of  rings, I pronounce that they 
are husband and wife, in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and  of  the Holy 
Spirit. Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.  
  
Let us pray.  
Eternal God, creator and preserver of  all life, author of  salvation, and giver of  all 
grace: Look with favor upon the world you have made, and for which your Son gave 



his life, and especially upon this man and this woman whom you make one flesh in 
Holy Matrimony. Amen.  

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of  their common life, that each may 
be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and 
a companion in joy. Amen.  

Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your 
Spirit, that they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of  
their life. Amen.  

Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to recognize and acknowledge their fault, 
and to seek each other’s forgiveness and yours. Amen.  

Make their life together a sign of  Christ’s love to this sinful and broken world, that 
unity may overcome estrangement, forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair. 
Amen.   

Bestow on them, if  it is your will, the gift and heritage of  children, and the grace to 
bring them up to know you, to love you, and to serve you. Amen.  

Give them such fulfillment of  their mutual affection that they may reach out in love 
and concern for others. Amen.  

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find their lives 
strengthened and their loyalties confirmed. Amen.  

Grant that the bonds of  our common humanity, by which all your children are united 
one to another, and the living to the dead, may be so transformed by your grace, that 
your will may be done on earth as it is in heaven; where, O Father, with your Son and 
the Holy Spirit, you live and reign in perfect unity, now and for ever. Amen.  

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for your tender love in sending Jesus Christ to 
come among us, to be born of  a human mother, and to make the way of  the cross to 
be the way of  life. We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of  man and woman 
in his Name. By the power of  your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of  your 
blessing upon this man and this woman. Defend them from every enemy. Lead them 
into all peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about 
their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in 
their companionship; in their sleeping and in their waking; in their joys and in their 



sorrows; in their life and in their death. Finally, in your mercy, bring them to that table 
where your saints feast for ever in your heavenly home; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

The Blessing 
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the 
Lord mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual 
benediction and grace; that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age 
to come have life everlasting. Amen.  

The Peace  
The peace of  the Lord be always with you. And also with you.  

The Liturgy of  the Table 
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Eucharistic Prayer A 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. Because in the love of  wife and 
husband, you have given us an image of  the heavenly Jerusalem, adorned as a bride 
for her bridegroom, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who loves her and gave himself  
for her, that he might make the whole creation new.  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when 
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent 
Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as 
one of  us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of  all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 



On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of  me.” After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” Therefore we proclaim 
the mystery of  faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of  our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of  your 
Son, the holy food and drink of  new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and 
peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of  your eternal 
kingdom. All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Fraction Anthem 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Invitation to Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion.  

   
Postcommunion Prayer (Please stand) 
O God, the giver of  all that is true and lovely and gracious: We give you thanks 
for binding us together in these holy mysteries of  the Body and Blood of  your 
Son Jesus Christ. Grant that by your Holy Spirit, Alejandra and Sean, now 
joined in Holy Matrimony, may become one in heart and soul, live in fidelity 
and peace, and obtain those eternal joys prepared for all who love you; for the 
sake of  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Announcements 
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Dismissal	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

We pray God’s richest blessings upon Alejandra and Sean as  
they begin this beautiful new chapter of  life together.  

May their days be filled with growing love, deepening patience,  
unwavering fidelity, and a spirit of  understanding that strengthens them 

 through every season. Above all, may their journey together overflow  
with lasting joy and grace that comes from God. 

Announcements 

Welcome to our service. We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological means. 
To join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 Password: 
187300.  Please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Parish Hall as we celebrate Alejandra and Sean!  

Dates to Remember 
12 September 	 Paint and Sip Fundraiser 
13 September 	 Kick Off  Sunday 
24 October 	 Whine and Wings Fundraiser 

For a Birthday 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as 
she begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and 
strengthen her trust in your goodness all the days of  his life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

For Travelers 
O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular 
_____________; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every 
danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

For an Anniversary 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  marriage that in it is represented 
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing 
upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 
faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a 
haven of  blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



				 
The Most Rev’d Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of  Long Island 
The Rev’d Dr. Adam Shoemaker, Bishop-elect 

The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 
The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop 

The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

Bishop’s Committee 
Ted Anderson -27  & Sharon Smith -26; Wardens 

Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 
Kamala Browne -28, Diana Caldwell -27, Karen LeGé – 28, 
 Judy McCadden-26, Tracy Rentz McLeod -27, Jim Vaz -26 

The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of  Christian Education of  the National 
Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the USA, and used by permission.


