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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of  worship.   
If  you are searching for a spiritual home, we invite you to become  

part of  our community of  faith and love. 

The mission of  St. James’ Church derives from the nature of  the church.  
 It exists for the good of  all people, to spread the word of  God’s Salvation  

and to bring people to know Jesus Christ. 

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY: 
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

MORNING PRAYER 
 11 January 2026 9:30 AM 



Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this land throughout the 
generations, while not forgetting the colonization of  this land. 

I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of  the 
earth.  Isaiah 49:6 

Hymn		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 121 

Lord, open our lips. And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness: Come let us adore him. 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of  our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of  the earth, *  
    and the heights of  the hills are his also.  

The sea is his, for he made it, * and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For he is our God, and we are the people of  his 
 pasture and the sheep of  his hand. * 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness: Come let us adore him. 

Psalm	 29 
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, * 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; * 
worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness. 
3 The voice of  the Lord is upon the waters; the God of  glory thunders; * 
the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of  the Lord is a powerful voice; * 
the voice of  the Lord is a voice of  splendor. 
5 The voice of  the Lord breaks the cedar trees; * 
 the Lord breaks the cedars of  Lebanon; 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, * 
 and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of  the Lord splits the flames of  fire; 
the voice of  the Lord shakes the wilderness; * 
 the Lord shakes the wilderness of  Kadesh. 
8 The voice of  the Lord makes the oak trees writhe * 
 and strips the forests bare. 
9 And in the temple of  the Lord *all are crying, “Glory!” 



10 The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; * 
 the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 
11 The Lord shall give strength to his people; * 
 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of  peace. 

First Lesson	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Isaiah 42:1-9 
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my 
spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he 
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4He will not grow faint or be crushed 
until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 5Thus 
says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those 
who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the 
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations,7to 
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 
those who sit in darkness. 8I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor 
my praise to idols. 9See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of  them. The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

Canticle 8 The Song of  Moses Cantemus Domino Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 

the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 

the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 

the God of  my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * Yahweh is his Name. 

The chariots of  Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of  those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
who is like you, glorious in holiness, 

awesome in renown, and worker of  wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 

the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

with your might you brought them  in safety to your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * 

on the mount of  your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 



The Lord shall reign *for ever and for ever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now,  and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson	 	 	 	 	 	           Acts 10:34-43 
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles. 

34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 
in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  36You 
know the message he sent to the people of  Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of  all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of  Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree;  40but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear,  41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of  the 
living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of  sins through his name.”The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Canticle 18 A Song to the Lamb Dignus es Revelation 4:11; 5:9-10, 13 
Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 
and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 
From every family, language, people, and nation, * 

a kingdom of  priests to serve our God. 
And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 

and to Christ the Lamb, 
Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 

for ever and for evermore. 

The Reading from the Gospel	 	 	 	     	 Matthew 3:13-17 
A Reading from the Gospel of  Matthew. 

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of  God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him.  17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” The Word of  the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



The Apostles’ Creed Please Stand 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit and 
born of  the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and 
the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray.  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  thy will be done,  on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory,  for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you; 
R.    We praise your name for ever. 
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy. 
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R.    For we put our trust in you. 
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 

Collect of  the Day	 	 	 	 	 	  
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of  Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your 
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his 
Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; 
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of  the glorious resurrection of  your 
Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of  you, that the week to 
come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of  your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you 
for all members of  your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and 
devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Your intercessions and thanksgivings are invited and welcomed. 



Offertory	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	       	 	 616 

The General Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, Father of  all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of  this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of  the world by our Lord 
Jesus Christ; for the means of  grace, and for the hope of  glory. And, we pray, give us 
such an awareness of  your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to 
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

Announcements 

Welcome to our service. We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological means. To 
join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 Password: 187300.  
Please join us in the Parish Hall for Fellowship Hour. Thank you to Team1 for hosting.  Next week,  Team 
2 will host.  

Dates to Remember 
17 January	 Essential Items Drive 9A-12Noon 
18 January	 Third Sunday Toiletries Collection 

For a Birthday 
O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as she 
begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen her 
trust in your goodness all the days of  his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

For Travelers 
O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we 
find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular _____________; surround 
them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in safety to 
their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

For an Anniversary 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of  marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these 
your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of  blessing and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



				 
The Most Rev’d Sean Rowe, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of  Long Island 
The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 

The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop 
The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

Bishop’s Committee 
Ted Anderson -27  & Sharon Smith -26; Wardens 

Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 
Kamala Browne -28, Diana Caldwell -27, Karen LeGé – 28, 
 Judy McCadden-26, Tracy Rentz McLeod -27, Jim Vaz -26 

The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of  Christian Education of  the National 
Council of  the Churches of  Christ in the USA, and used by permission.


