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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of worship. 

If you are searching for a spiritual home, we invite you to become 

part of our community of faith and love. 

 

The mission of St. James’ Church derives from the nature of the church. 

It exists for the good of all people, to spread the word of God’s Salvation 

and to bring people to know Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 

 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Holy Eucharist 

15 September 2024 9:30 AM 



The Liturgy of the Word 
Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this land throughout 
the generations, while not forgetting the colonization of this land. 

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Gloria                    S280 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.  Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 

mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High,  Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father.  Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day                  

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray.  O God, because without 

you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in 

all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 The First Lesson              Isaiah 50:4-9a 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.  
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 

sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my 

ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I 



was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck 

me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face 

from insult and spitting. 7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been 

disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 

put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us 

stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the 

Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 116:1-8 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *  

because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 

I came to grief and sorrow. 
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 

 “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 
4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * 

our God is full of compassion. 
5 The Lord watches over the innocent; * 

I was brought very low, and he helped me. 
6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul, * 

for the Lord has treated you well. 
7 For you have rescued my life from death, * 

my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 
8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord * 

 in the land of the living. 
 

The Second Lesson                      James 3:1-12 

A Reading from Letter of James. 

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know 

that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.2For all of us make many 

mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 



whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to 

make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they 

are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very 

small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small 

member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small 

fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a 

world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is 

itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 

creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one 

can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the 

Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of 

God.10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, 

this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both 

fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or 

a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh. The Word of the Lord.  Thanks 

be to God. 
 

Hymn                   574 
    

The Gospel                  Mark 8:27-38 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the 

way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered 

him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 

prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered 

him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 

about him. 31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 

great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 

and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 



your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34He called the crowd 

with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 

for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the 

whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their 

life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes 

in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to 

you, Lord Christ. 
 

Homily  
 

The Nicene Creed (Please Stand) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 

from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 

glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 



Prayers of the People Compiled by Deacon Ormonde Plater 

 
 

Presider: With our tongues we bless the Lord and Father and beg for mercy on all in 

need.  
 

Intercessor(s): 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, Sean our Presiding Bishop-elect, Lawrence, 

Geralyn, Daniel, and William our bishops and Hickman our presbyter, for this 

holy gathering, and for the people of God in every place. Lord, have mercy.  
 

For mercy, peace, and justice among all peoples. Lord, have mercy.  
 

For abundant fruits of the earth, and for safety from violent storms. Lord, have 

mercy. 
 

For the sick and the suffering, travelers by land, by water, and by air, prisoners, 

captives, and their families, and all those in desperate need. Lord, have mercy.  
 

For our communities and those who live in them, and for our families, 

companions, and all those we love. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead. Lord, have mercy.  

 

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessed James 

and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through 

Christ. To you, O Lord.  
 

Presider: God of infinite mercy, hear the prayers we offer this day and save our lives 

through the good news of your Messiah; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept for a while. Most 

merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 



not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life.  Amen. The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And 

also with you.   
 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Hymn                        448 

Eucharistic Prayer 3 from Enriching our Worship 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving 

God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by 

whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed 

the sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the 

earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, 

all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 

your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 
 

S129 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest.  

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 



Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you 

called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from 

bondage and led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be 

human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give 

himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have 

freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us 

to the glory you intend for us. 

 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, 

this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After 

supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and 

said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured 

out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the 

resurrection and ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting 

to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, we 

acclaim you, O Christ: Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored 

our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they 

may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with 

your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw 

us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with Mary 

the God bearer, blessed James and all your people into the joy of our true eternal 

home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, 

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 



forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Fraction Anthem 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
All baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion.   

 

 

Postcommunion Prayer (Please stand) 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 

world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
 

 

Announcements 

 

Welcome to our service. We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological 

means. To join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 

Password: 187300.  Please join us in the Parish Hall for Fellowship Hour. 

 



There are several sign-up sheets in the Parish Hall for ministries, short studies, and other 

opportunities to serve .  Please take a moment to look at them. 

 
Dates to Remember 

 

21 September  Essential Items Drive 9A-12N 

 

 

For Back to School   

God, you were present at the beginning. Be with us as we have begun a new school 

year. Comfort us when we are unsure of our new surroundings. Strengthen us when 

we stumble, and help us to remember that your light shines in all places. Guide our 

steps so that we may be safe in our travels and in our places of learning.  All this we 

ask through your Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

For a Birthday 

O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servant 

N. as she begins another year.  Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, 

and strengthen her trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

For Travelers 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose 

presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular 

_____________; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every 

danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

For an Anniversary 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 

represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore 

your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and 



cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, 

that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

     
The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island 

The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop 

The Right Rev’d Daniel Allotey, Assisting Bishop 

The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop 

The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar 

 

Bishop’s Committee 

Ted Anderson -25  & Sharon Smith -24; Wardens 

Doreen Vaz, Treasurer 

Kamala Browne -25, Karen LeGé – 25, Judy McCadden-26 

Tracy Rentz McLeod -24, Diane Robinson – 24, John Ryley -26 

 
 

The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. 
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