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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of worship.
If you are searching for a spiritual home,
we tnvite you to become part of our community of faith and love.

The mission of St. James’ Church derives from the nature of the church.
It exists for the good of all people, to spread the word of
God’s Salvation and to bring people to know Jesus Christ.

Walk by faith,
not by sight.

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist

16 June 2024 9:30 AM



The Liturgy of the Word

Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this land throughout the
generations, while not forgetting the colonization of this land.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Gloria $280
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God,
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you
are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are
the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. Keep, O Lord, your
household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we
may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion;
for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Ezekiel 17:22-24

A Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel.
**Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will
set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself
will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 2On the mountain height of Israel I will
plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar.



Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged
creatures of every kind. **All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I
bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make
the dry tree flourish. I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 92:1-4,11-14

"It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, *

and to sing praises to your Name, O Most High;

> To tell of your loving-kindness early in the morning *
and of your faithfulness in the night season;

3 On the psaltery, and on the lyre, *

and to the melody of the harp.

* For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; *
and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
"' The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, *

and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

2 Those who are planted in the house of the Lord *
shall flourish in the courts of our God;

3 They shall still bear fruit in old age; *

they shall be green and succulent;

4 That they may show how upright the Lord is, *

my Rock, in whom there is no fault.

The Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians.

¢So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the
body we are away from the Lord— “for we walk by faith, not by sight. *Yes, we do
have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the
Lord. ’So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. '°For
all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. [''Therefore,
knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well



known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. *We are
not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not
in the heart. PFor if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind,
it is for you.] "For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one
has died for all; therefore all have died. *And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.
'*From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that
way. ”So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new! The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Hymn 615

The Gospel Mark 4:26-34
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

**He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground, ¥and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. **The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the
head, then the full grain in the head. ®But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in
with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” °He also said, “With what can we
compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? *'It is like a mustard
seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; **yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”
BWith many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear
it; **he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples. The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily



The Nicene Creed (Prease Stand)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Compiled by Deacon Ormonde Plater

presider: A's the kingdom of God spreads among us, let us offer prayers for the whole world

and for every person in every need.

Intercessor(s):

For every holy gathering and for all who enter with faith. Lord, have mercy.
For all nations, peoples, tribes, clans, and families. Lord, have mercy.

For mercy, justice, and peace throughout the world. Lord, have mercy.

For this community and for every place. Lord, have mercy.

For all those in danger and need: the sick and the suffering, the hungry and the
oppressed, travelers and prisoners, the dying and the dead. Lord, have mercy.



For ourselves, our families, and those we love. Lord, have mercy.

Lifting our voices with all creation, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let
us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord.

Presider: God who scatters the seed of faith, hear the prayers we offer this day and make
every thing new; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence is kept for a while. Most
merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen. The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

The Liturgy of the Table

Hymn 445
Eucharistic Prayer 3 from Enriching our Worship

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you
created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it



burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath
to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of
hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the
heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:
$129 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called
a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and
led them to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share
our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant
offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us

into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is
my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper Jesus
took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all
of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” And so, remembering all
that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and
human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: Dying, you destroyed our
death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may
be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s
power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in
the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with Mary the God bearer,
blessed James and all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. Through



Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we
worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Blessed are you now
and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, who art
in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation to Communion

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion.
Postcommunion Prayer (Please stand)
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in
the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness
of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among

you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Announcements
Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY to all fathers.



For Father’s Day

Heavenly Father, you entrusted your Son Jesus, the child of Mary, to the care of
Joseph, an earthly father. Bless all fathers as they care for their families. Give
them strength and wisdom, tenderness and patience; support them in the work
they have to do, protecting those who look to them, as we look to you for love
and salvation, through Jesus Christ our rock and defender. Amen.

Announcements

Welcome to our service. We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological means. To
join us as we worship via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 Password: 187300.
Please join us in the Parish Hall for Fellowship Hour and our Seamen’s Church Institute Spring Event.
Thank you to Kamala for hosting. Next week Sharon and Alfredo will host.

Fr. Hickman may be reached at 631.320.8777. Monday is his Sabbath Day.

For a Birthday
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as
she begins another year. Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen ber trust in your goodness all the days of 4is life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

For Travelers

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular
; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every

danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

For an Anniversary

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon
these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in



faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a
haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

¢ ¢ 9

The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island
The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop
The Right Rev’d Daniel Allotey, Assisting Bishop
The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop
The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar

Bishop’s Committee
Ted Anderson -25 & Sharon Smith -24; Wardens
Doreen Vaz, Treasurer
Kamala Browne -25, Karen LeGé - 25, Judy McCadden-26
Tracy Rentz McLeod -24, Diane Robinson — 24, John Ryley -26

The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.
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