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St. James’ Episcopal Church welcomes you to our service of worship.
If you are searching for a spiritual home,
we tnvite you to become part of our community of faith and love.

The mission of St. James’ Church derives from the nature of the church.
It exists for the good of all people, to spread the word of
God’s Salvation and to bring people to know Jesus Christ.

THIS IS THE SPIRIT
OF TRUTH.

JN 14:17
The Sixth Sunday of Easter

Holy Eucharist
14 May 2023 9:30 AM



Let us acknowledge with respect and reverence the Unkechaug People, who have stewarded this land
throughout the generations, while not forgetting the colonization of this land.

The Liturgy of the Word
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
people The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for
those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts
such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain
your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Lesson Acts 17:22-31
A Reading from Acts of the Apostles.

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious
you are in every way. For as [ went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.’
What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines
made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he
made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each
one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own
poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s offspring, we ought
not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he



will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 66:7-18

7 Bless our God, you peoples; * make the voice of his praise to be heard;
8 Who holds our souls in life, * and will not allow our feet to slip.

? For you, O God, have proved us; *

you have tried us just as silver is tried.

19You brought us into the snare; *

you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.

"'You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.

12T will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, *
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth

when I was in trouble.

13 T will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; *

I will give you oxen and goats.

4 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *

and I will tell you what he has done for me.

15T called out to him with my mouth, * and his praise was on my tongue.
16 If I had found evil in my heart, * the Lord would not have heard me;
17 But in truth God has heard me; *

he has attended to the voice of my prayer.

18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *

nor withheld his love from me.

The Second Lesson 1 Peter 3:13-22

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter.
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer
for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be
intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are



maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made
alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through
water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you- not as a removal of dirt from
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Gospel John 14:15-21
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. "I will not leave you orphaned;
I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see
me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and [ in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them
and reveal myself to them.” The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily

The Nicene Creed (Please Stand)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power
of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was



buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the PCOplC Comptled by Deacon Ormonde Plater

presider: God has grafted us to the vine of the house of Israel. Let us offer prayers to God
who gives life and breath to all human beings.

Intercessors:
For this holy gathering and for those who enter our circle of fait. Glory and praise to
you, O living God.

For the newly baptized illumined by the light of Christ. Glory and praise to you, O
living God.

For all who minister in Christ, and for all the holy people of God. Glory and praise to
you, O living God.

For the leaders of the nations and for all who seek peace. Glory and praise to you, O
living God.

For the suffering peoples of the world. Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For those who experience desolation and for those who feel remote from God. Glory
and praise to you, O living God.

For the sick, the dying, and the dead. Glory and praise to you, O living God.

For ourselves, our families, and those we love. Glory and praise to you, O living God.

Lifting our voices with the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessed James, and all the saints, let us
offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ. To you, O Lord.



Presider: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, who gives us confidence and hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In your tender love, hear our prayers for all the
world and grant us the power of your abundant and life-giving Spirit; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. The Peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.

The Liturgy of the Table

Eucharistic Prayer 1
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and
by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we say:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our
care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. But
we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another,
and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of
salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with
you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets

to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal



Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us,
he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over
evil, opening the way of freedom and life. On the night before he died for us, Our Savior
Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to
his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood
of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the
mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your
daughters and sons, that with Mary the Godbearer, blessed James and all your saints, past,
present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and with
Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise,
for ever and ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation to Communion

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Communion.



Postcommunion Prayer (Please stand)

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us
with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth
a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Announcements

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Announcements

Welcome to our service. We are happy you could join us, either in person or via technological
means. May you find this worship to be bread on your spiritual journey. To join us as we worship
via Zoom. Call in to 646 558.8656 Meeting ID: 317 854 854 Password: 187300.

Please join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall after service. We are having our Mother’s Day
Brunch. Next Week Susan Cox and Diana Caldwell will host.

We are in the midst of the Season of Resurrection. We are looking to renew and reengage our

various ministries. All are invited to sign up and instruction on the ministries will be provided.

Dates to Remember
14 May Mother’s Day
20 May Essential Items Drive



For Mother’s Day by Fr. Bryan Owen

Most gracious and gentle God, from the womb of your love you gave birth to all
creation, and in your Son Jesus Christ you reveal a loving-kindness that longs to
gather up your children under the shadow of your wings: Bless, we pray, all
mothers, especially, those who nurse and care for children. Give them patience
and wisdom. Sustain them in gentleness and grace. Deepen the tenderness of their
affections. Affirm them in the nobility of their calling. May our children always
find in the embrace of mothers an outward and visible sign of your never-failing
love and care. And through the love of our mothers, may we all feel the warmth of
your tender mercies and know that constancy of your unconditional love; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

For a Birthday

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant
N. as she begins another year. Grant that she may grow in wisdom and grace, and
strengthen ber trust in your goodness all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

For Travelers

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose
presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel in particular
; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every

danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

For an Anniversary

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing
upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other
in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may
be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



¢ ¢

The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Right Rev’d Lawrence Provenzano, Bishop of Long Island
The Right Rev’d Geralyn Wolf, Assistant Bishop
The Right Rev’d Daniel Allotey, Assisting Bishop
The Right Rev’d William Franklin, Assisting Bishop
The Rev’d Hickman Alexandre, Vicar

Bishop’s Committee
Dawn Herrmann -23 & Sharon Smith -24; Wardens
Doreen Vaz, Treasurer
Ted Anderson -24, Kamala Browne -25, Judy McCadden-23
Tracy Rentz McLeod -24, John Ryley -23

The Bible text is from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, and used by permission.
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